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A New Pilot Program
That’s Been A Long Time Coming
The key to addressing homelessness
is preventing homelessness in the
first place.
In our last issue of Piloting Change, you met Anne and
Clyde, two NWPP clients who face the daily challenge of
juggling how to pay expenses with only a small amount
of income and the daily anxiety of possibly losing their
homes because of rent increases. As Anne said: “Being
terrified of losing my housing due to a rent increase
takes over your whole life.” I really couldn’t focus on
anything else.”
For Anne and Clyde, the basic issue is mathematics:
their rent is significantly more than their income. Even
the smallest increase in rent, food, medical care or even
transportation puts them at risk for homelessness. With
major disabilities, neither is able to work.
As you know, NWPP provides short-term rent subsidies
– typically a few months – to a few hundred people each
year. We also help other seniors with expenses related
to staying in housing or moving from homelessness into
housing. But for the very low income seniors we work
with—those whose incomes are at less than a third of
what the average single person makes—they need more
than short term solutions.
The key to addressing homelessness is preventing
homelessness in the first place. Seniors like Clyde and

M ORE INSIDE

2018 Walk-A-Thon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Responding to Rising Demand . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Bus Ticket Challenge Update. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Clyde is enrolled in the Long-term Rent Assistance Program
which keeps his rent permanently affordable.

Anne, both of whom worked all their lives, are among
the very low income people in the U.S. who never
secured the kind of financial independence so many
of us strive for. And as we’ve talked about in previous
newsletters, many individuals and families are one paycheck or benefit payment away from not being able to
pay their monthly bills including rent. A single major
medical event, loss of a job, or loss of a spouse is often
all it takes to end up on the streets. Combine that with
a “hot” rental market and our low-income community
members are often priced out of safe, stable housing.
So how can Anne and Clyde find housing that is affordable to them? Essentially, they have only a few choices
and none are ones that would be acceptable to many of
us: move to a cheaper city, move to subsidized housing
(the average wait times are 2–3 years), move in with
family or friends, move to a shelter or to the streets, or
get permanent rent assistance.
Continued on page 3
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Laura Golino de Lovato
How the program for Long-term
Rent Assistance came about

lenging to provide long-term housing
stability to very low income renters.

W

In January 2017, it became clear that
HUD was making plans to cut the HCV
program even further, despite an evergrowing divide between the rich and
poor. Evidence of the effectiveness of
the program in keeping people from
becoming homeless and helping to lift
them out of poverty is robust. Concurrently, it’s been shown that having permanent, safe, affordable housing with
the support structure needed to keep
people housed is key to improving
health and reducing health care costs.

hen I took the helm of NWPP in
late October 2016, I dove head
first into learning as much as possible
about the many housing programs
and services provided by NWPP and
those provided by other organizations
and funders, as well as government
funding, that support and complement
NWPP’s work.
One of those programs is the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s (HUD) Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV) program, also called
“Section 8.” In 1974, the US Housing
Act of 1937 was amended, adding an
eighth part – Section 8 – and creating
the HCV program commonly referred
to as “Section 8”. The HCV program
provides low and very low income
recipients a permanent rent subsidy,
up to a maximum amount (determined
by various factors including location,
averages rents, etc.). But the need far
outpaces the availability.
Currently, only one in four eligible
households secure a housing choice
voucher nationally, leaving many
of our low-income neighbors and
community members without the
financial means to cover the cost of
housing. Although the HCV program
has demonstrated success in stabilizing low-income families, adults and
seniors, it has been cut 30% since
1994, making it more and more chal2 Piloting Change I Spring 2018

Over the last 25 plus years, as resources
for the HCV program were chipped
away, NWPP’s Housing Advocate Bobby
Weinstock saw that metro Portland
could successfully create its own longterm rent assistance program. The
vision was to create additional subsidies for low income households struggling to pay their escalating rents. Local
funding would be used to fill the widening gap created by the diminishing
federal funding for rent subsidies.
Late last spring, NWPP’s advocacy
efforts for this type of program paid
off. The rising rents over the last five
years – and the big jump in the last two
– made the housing crisis a top priority for local elected officials. NWPP
secured the commitment of Home
Forward, our local housing authority,
to take on the administration of a new
program. The Joint Office of Homeless

Services (funded by Multnomah County
and the City of Portland) agreed to allocate funds for a pilot of the program.
NWPP and the partners applied to
Meyer Memorial Trust for additional
funding, and received that funding in
January 2018.
The program is an 18-month pilot to
test not only the impact of a long-term
rent subsidy on the lives of those who
receive it, but also to create a process
for running the program that limits
complexity, barriers and red tape. The
number of participants is limited to
just 45. Of these, 40 clients will be
identified by NWPP for enrollment.
Criteria is based on having the greatest challenges in finding or keeping
housing: extremely low or no income;
paying more that 70% of income on
rent; homeless or at risk of homelessness; and without other resources or
options to stabilize housing.
Additionally, there is the opportunity to
develop a plan for growing the program
so that it can serve more seniors, families and other low-income individuals
with very-low or no income and rapidly
rising rent. Meyer Memorial Trust’s
funding for this pilot will allow NWPP
to create strategies to increase funding;
to learn how other communities in the
U.S. are creating, funding and implementing similar programs; and to scale
up the program.
NWPP is truly grateful to Multnomah
County and the City of Portland for
committing their resources; to Home
Forward for committing expertise in
managing the program; and to Meyer
Memorial Trust for their generous and
transformative contribution. We are
especially grateful to our clients who
joyously shared how much it means to
them to be part of this project.

New pilot program

Notes of appreciation
from our clients

continued from page 1.

We know the option of moving to a
cheaper apartment in Portland isn’t
likely because there are no cheaper
apartments for people with limited
incomes. The waiting list for Section
8 vouchers in Multnomah County
has been closed since September
2016. And why should anyone leave
their friends and community simply
because they can no longer afford the
rent? Clearly, permanent rent assistance is the best of all of these choices.
So NWPP asked: how to provide permanent rent assistance when public
resources are limited?
NWPP found a solution: a long-term
rent subsidy through a new program,
the Long-term Rent Assistance
Program.
Thanks to a partnership with Multnomah County, Home Forward, Meyer
Memorial Trust and the City of Portland, NWPP is part of this new pilot
program to create and issue long-term
rent assistance. (See page 2 for more
about how this project was created).
Clyde and Anne have been enrolled
in this pilot and it will keep them in
their housing permanently.
The assistance provided is an ongoing
monthly rent subsidy for the life of
the tenant and is aimed at the very
lowest income seniors who are also
currently paying more that 70% of
their income in rent. As an example,
we can look at Anne’s income and
expenses. She gets $852 per month
from social security, and because
of a severe disability is not able to
supplement that income with earned

When NWPP met Anne, her rent had
increased to $850 or 99.7% of her monthly
income.

income from employment. Anne’s rent
when NWPP met her had just been
increased to $850. That means that
Anne was paying 99.7% of her income
in rent! We were able to assist Anne
though a short-term rent assistance
program, but Anne’s situation demonstrates that really the only permanent
solution for her would be long-term
rent assistance. As of this writing, 24
clients have been enrolled into the
40 spots allocated to NWPP clients,
and clients have been identified for
the remaining 16 spots. Recently,
the program partners learned that
CareOregon and JOIN will participate
in the pilot, focusing on chronically
homeless households.
While the program is a pilot it is an
important step forward in addressing the housing crisis for the most
vulnerable in our community. Safe,
decent housing affordable relative to
someone’s income—regardless of what
that income is—is achievable with a
program like this one. Our goal is to
grow this program so that it is available to more households.

A single major medical event, loss of job or loss of
spouse is often all it takes to end up on the streets.

I want to thank NWPP for all the
support and help this last year.
I don’t know what I would have
done without you.
Thank you so much! Kathy
❧
I sure appreciate you. You give
hope! Thanks for helping me and
many others. You are wonderful.
Thank you, Thank you,
Thank you, James
❧
Dear NWPP Staff
Thank you so much for the good
work you do for those of us who,
despite our best efforts, find
ourselves down on our luck. Your
rental assistance has made all
the difference in my life and my
general well-being and peace of
mind. It’s a priceless gift.
With blessings, gratitude and
warmest wishes to you all, Linda
❧
I will be forever grateful for all
you have helped me with this past
year; your hearts are not just with
me but for all those you can help.
You all run a wonderful program.
Thank you so very much! Jeff

Your Vehicle Donation Can
Help a Senior Stay in Housing
Donating your car is
an easy way to turn
an unused or older
vehicle into cash for
N W PP prog ram s.
And it’s easy to do! If you have a
vehicle that you are interested in
donating, please visit our website
www.nwpilotproject.org under the
“Donate” tab and click on Vehicle
Donations or call Wendy at (503)
478-6877.
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Join Us

WALK-A-THON, Sunday, May 6th
Walk with us and support NWPP at our 39th annual fundraiser!

Raise money for Northwest Pilot Project’s programs and services to help low-income seniors secure
housing, transportation and supportive services. For 49 years, NWPP has helped provide a life of dignity
and hope to low-income seniors in Multnomah County, touching the lives of 3,000 people each year.
The Walk-A-Thon is our major fundraiser of the year. Our corporate
sponsors cover all of our expenses
for the Walk-A-Thon, so that all
money raised by walkers goes
directly to support our quality
services to low-income seniors.
The goal of this year’s Walk-AThon is $165,000.
Call 503-227-5605. We’ll send you
everything you need to participate
in the Walk-A-Thon, or go to our
website: www.nwpilotproject.
org and you will find everything
you need to
participate.
It’s easy and
it’s fun. Start
getting your
pledges today!
4 Piloting Change I Spring 2018

Putting your feet on the ground
1

Call 503-227-5605 to receive your Walk-A-Thon materials or go to our
website: www.nwpilotproject.org

2

Use the Walk-A-Thon pledge sheet and get as many pledges as possible
before May 6th, 2018

3

Ask friends, co-workers, neighbors, and family members to join you.

4

Arrive on Sunday, May 6th by 12:30 p.m. to register with your pledge sheet,
and join us for our 39th Annual Walk-A-Thon from 1–2 p.m. in the South
Park Blocks at Harrison Street.

You can even bring your dog!

an easy
way to

PLEDGE!

Can’t be at the Walk-A-Thon?

Pledge LUKE & ERIK!

If you can’t make it to this year’s Walk-A-Thon in person,
you can still show your support for NWPP – pledge Luke and Erik!

Prizes, pizza, music
and FUN!
Prizes include hundreds of dollars in
gift certificates from major retailers
and area restaurants.

About Luke and Erik: Luke is 6 years old and Erik is 8 years old. They
are brothers and have been participating in the Walk-A-Thon for 6 years
together. They recently told us that, NWPP is important to them because
NWPP helps people who don’t have homes and need help. They walk so
people can feel like they’re in a home instead of living outside on the ground.
They love to come to the Walk-A-Thon to run or walk because its great
exercise and it comes with a free lunch and sometimes you get rewards
for the money you raise. This year the boys, who love athletic and outdoor
activities, reading and Legos, hope to raise
$5,000 for NWPP!
PLEDGE Erik and Luke! The needs
of low-income seniors are greater
than ever before, and we hope this
will be the best Walk-A-Thon ever.
Please fill out the coupon below and
return it in the enclosed envelope.
You will be billed for your pledge
after the May 6th Walk-A-Thon.
Thanks for supporting Erik and
Luke, and the work of Northwest
Pilot Project.

We are grateful to the band Hollowdog for providing great rock and roll
tunes pro bono for the Walk-A-Thon!

Walk Your Way to a new
Nintendo Switch with
Mario Kart 8 Deluxe!
All individual walkers who have at
least $500 in pledges on their pledge
sheet will be
automatically entered
to win a new
Nintendo
Switch with
Mario Kart 8
Deluxe. Odds of winning based on
2017 are 1 in 41!

✁

We can walk for you!

I’m supporting Luke and Eric at the 2018 Walk-a-Thon!
$25

$50

$100

$125

Other

Name
Address
City/State/Zip

Mail to: NWPP, 1430 SW Broadway, Suite 200, Portland, OR 97201
Or pledge online at www.nwpilotproject.org

Northwest Pilot Project 5

NWPP Responds to Rising Demand

I

n a tight housing market, people
searching for affordable apartments
face a lot of competition. Experience
has shown us that housing case management services can be a critical
ingredient for the success of the most
vulnerable clients we serve.
Our team of housing case managers
are skilled at working collaboratively
with our clients to create individualized housing plans, address barriers to housing, identify short-term
and long-term housing options, and
facilitate access to benefits like health
insurance, retirement, and disability
income. The case managers help with
obtaining, completing and submitting housing applications, and then
with keeping those applications upto-date and active. After housing is
secured, the housing specialist makes

Erica Parkinson, NWPP Housing Specialist engages in case management with an
NWPP client.

sure the client gets moved in and has
everything needed to be successful
long-term.
Housing case management is the
most intensive service we offer to our
clients; it is an extra layer of service
and support beyond the basic services

Memorial Gifts

The following gifts were received June 1, 2017 – February 28, 2018
Mary Coolidge Campbell
Margaret Campbell
M.R. Christian
William Christian
Ed and Flo Happold
Jerry and Sharon Sessions
Rick Harmon
Jane Malarkey-Harmon
Marie Hooper Jenkins
Charles Jenkins
Gretchen Kafoury
Susan and David Emmons
Melissa and Bob Naito
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Kathleen Kucera
William Blue
Martin and Karen Druckman
Mary Jane Miller
Nancy Woo
Dr. Robert Kelly
Thuon Lem
Bob Chanly
Jerry Mahoney
Kathleen Staub

of providing information, housing
navigation support, short-term financial assistance, and advocacy.
Many of the seniors we serve do not
need the added support of housing
case management. However, we have
seen an increase over the past two
years of the number of seniors seeking
our services who are of advanced age,
are overwhelmed by their housing
situations, have significant health concerns, or are limited in their housing
search by lack of mobility or other
barriers.
In response to the needs of our clients,
we have expanded our housing case
management services. We are thrilled
to now have a team of five case managers serving seniors throughout
Multnomah County, all with the goal
of preventing or ending the homelessness of every vulnerable senior in our
community.

Patty Reed
Mary Reed
Charlene Robertson
Sun World International
John and Helen Schuyler
Edward and Carol DeGraaf
Carl Pollock, Jr.
Moira and Don Jackson
George and Sally Wells
Ethelyn Pankratz
Mary Anna and Len Stoffer
Kevin and Sarah Wilson
Denise Wilson McBride
Karen Robertson
Roberta Robertson

Roy Metcalf
Marguerite Metcalf

Nina Westcott
Linda Gillespie
Doris Durrell

Peter Paulson
Cathy Tinker

Lois Whitted
Gail Whitted

Update on Bus Ticket Challenge

From the

BOARD CHAIR
Mark Reber
In a winter that has brought
us an uncharacteristic amount of
snow, it may be a bit difficult to think
about a spring time walk in the park.
But, that’s exactly what we can look
forward to in just a bit more than
one month, on May 6. Walk-A-Thon
is coming up and if the event itself
seems buried under clouds and rain
showers you can be sure that preparations are firmly under way.
The name, Walk-A-Thon, focuses our
attention on actually stepping around
the Park Blocks on a Sunday afternoon. But the real highlights and joy
of Walk-A-Thon are the opportunities
for old friends to meet, new friends to
be made, and for the entire Northwest
Pilot Project community to spend a
day together.
Behind the scenes, Northwest Pilot
Project staff and volunteers are
making plans for the annual event.
Many of you may already be canvassing your friends, family, neighbors,
co-workers and anyone else who will
listen for a pledge donation.
The Walk-A-Thon is our most important fundraising event for two reasons.
The profile of the Walk-A-Thon is
high and noticeable with 39 years of
history. It is the one time a year that
we go directly to the community, in
the broadest sense, and solicit funds.
More importantly, every dollar raised
by you goes directly to our Emer-

gency Housing fund, which enables
us to support our clients throughout
the year. The generosity of sponsors
and supporters means that all costs
including food, beverage, and entertainment are covered so that donations can go directly to clients.
Walk-A-Thon may be a “walk in the
park,” but it is a serious endeavor that
just happens to be a lot of fun. Supporters can be confident, and joyful,
asking for donations for such a worthy
cause. And Northwest Pilot Project
has a full slate of tools to support
your efforts. You can find them on
our website under the big WALK-ATHON button. Don’t think you’ll be
able to walk with us this year or form
a team? There’s a very handy link
on the bottom of the Walk-A-Thon
page where you can “click” to make
your donation. Or you can clip the
coupon on page 9 of this newsletter
and support Luke and Eric.
Whether you are a donor, a walker, a
team captain, or a corporate sponsor,
your support is vital and very much
appreciated. Hope to see you on the
Park Blocks on May 6th!
With gratitude,

In our last
newsletter we
launched a
bus ticket fund
challenge. An anonymous
donor generously provided a match
of $2,000. To date we have received
donations totaling $7,025 which will
ensure low-income senior clients of
NWPP have access to transportation.
Thank you for your generosity!

Thank you!

YOU make it possible for NWPP
to make decent, affordable permanent housing a reality for
very low-income seniors in
Multnomah County. Thank
you for all you do to support
our mission. We could not do
this work without you, our
supporters.
We are also grateful for the
grants received this fiscal year
from the following foundations:
• B P Lester and Regina John
Foundation
• Care Oregon
• The Collins Foundation
• The Goodman Family
Foundation
• Lineberger Foundation of
Oregon
• Meyer Memorial Trust
• The Newcomb Family
Foundation
• Oregon Community
Foundation
• Rose Tucker Charitable
Trust
• Stan and Madelle Rosenfeld
Foundation
• Joseph E. Weston Foundation
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Join Us

39th WALK-A-THON
Sunday, May 6th
Great prizes in all age categories!
Free Pizza for all walkers! Terrific Live Music!
Win a new Nintendo Switch with Mario Kart 8 Deluxe!
Help raise money to help low-income seniors in need
of housing, transportation and supportive services.
Show your support and have fun doing it!
Schedule: Registration: 12:15–12:45 PM
WALK-A-THON: 1–2 pm
Pizza/Prizes/Entertainment: 2–3 PM
Find all the details for the 2018 WALK-A-THON on pages 4 and 5
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