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Today’s Agenda 

1:00   Welcome 

1:05   Racial Equity and SOI Discrimination (NWPP) 

1:30   Fair Housing Council of Oregon Presentation 

Wrap up by 3pm  
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Land acknowledgment 
What we now call Portland, Oregon and Multnomah County were the traditional lands of 
the Multnomah, Kathlamet, Clackamas, Cowlitz bands of Chinook, Tualatin, Kalapuya, 
Molalla and many other Tribes who made their homes along the Columbia River. Today, 
people from these bands have become part of the Confederated Tribes of Grand 
Ronde, the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, as well as the Chinook Nation and 
Cowlitz Nation in Washington State. 

We acknowledge the systemic policies of genocide, relocation, and assimilation that still 
negatively impact Indigenous and Native American families today. 

We also acknowledge the many other ways white supremacy and structural racism are 
deeply embedded into Oregon’s history, including the deliberate exclusion and 
displacement of Black and African American communities and neighborhoods in 
Multnomah County. 
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Meeting guidelines 

When using the chat or Q&A feature:

•Please show respect to other participants 
• If your question does not get answered today, we will flag it 

for follow up after the meeting 
• If you have any feedback or suggestions to improve HPW, 

please reach out! Email marisae@nwpilotproject.org

mailto:marisae@nwpilotproject.org
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Racial Equity and Source of 
Income Discrimination 
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Key questions to consider: 
• How have housing systems, including publicly 

assisted housing, contributed to disparities in 
housing stability for BIPOC?


• How does source of income discrimination relate 
to housing inequality and racial disparities?


• Why is it important to address source of income 
discrimination in an effort to promote racial equity?
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From NLIHC/ Opportunity Starts at Home 
Decades of structural racism have created tremendous racial disparities in housing… Racial 
disparities in housing manifest in the following ways: 

• Affordability of housing- people of color are more likely than white households to be extremely low-
income renters and people of color disproportionately struggle to pay rent compared to white households 

• Segregation in housing- Communities of color are more spatially isolated, disinvested in, and denied 
equal access to quality housing, schools, employment, healthcare, and food options


• Quality of housing- Substandard housing quality is more likely to be experienced by people of color, 
which in turn exacerbates racial health disparities


• Wealth building- Because of the legacy of racist housing policies, people of color have been denied 
wealth building opportunities that were given to white people (primarily via homeownership)


• Homelessness- People of color are dramatically overrepresented among those experiencing 
homelessness
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Historical context 

from Habitat for Humanity
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Disparities in housing stability
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Disparities in homelessness
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Evolution of Public Housing
• Alongside 20th century policies promoting segregation, new 

federal investment in constructing units of publicly 
subsidized housing


• Early projects: explicitly racially segregated and highly 
selective 

• Meanwhile, white residents started to take advantage of FHA 
loans, other racially exclusive housing opportunities


• Public housing resident profile becomes highly 
vulnerable, low income, renters of color living in 
concentrated poverty
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Turning point for public housing

From NLIHC
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How do vouchers typically work?

From HousingLink (MN)
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Access challenges
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Vulnerable households

From CBPP
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SOI discrimination 

From Enterprise Community Partners
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2013: Oregon HB 2639 passes 

From The Oregonian- the Green family, displaced from close-in Portland, enjoys time together in 
their new home after many attempts to find a landlord pre-SOI protections
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Impact of nondiscrimination laws 

Source: Mary Cunningham et.al, HUD, CBPP
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“It really felt like redlining…” 

From KQED- Kemani and his wife have had a voucher for decades, must apply to 
dozens of homes before being approved despite nondiscrimination laws
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For more information 
• Racial Inequities in Housing Fact Sheet (NLIHC/ Opportunity Starts At Home)

• Historic Housing Discrimination in the US (Habitat for Humanity)

• A Quick Review of Public Housing History (NLIHC)

• Families Wait Years for Housing Vouchers Due to Inadequate Funding (CBPP)

• Utilizing HCVs to Address Racial Inequities in Rental Housing (Enterprise 

Community Partners)

• Prohibiting Discrimination Against Renters Using Housing Vouchers Improves 

Results (CBPP)

• Reknitting the Safety Net: Help Pay the Rent (KQED’s SOLD OUT: Rethinking 

Housing in America podcast)

• Deep Dive: Fair Housing (WNYC’s The Takeaway podcast)


https://www.opportunityhome.org/resources/racial-equity-housing/
https://www.habitat.org/stories/historic-housing-discrimination-us
https://nlihc.org/resource/public-housing-history
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/families-wait-years-for-housing-vouchers-due-to-inadequate-funding
https://www.enterprisecommunity.org/blog/02/21/utilizing-hcvs-to-address-racial-inequities-in-rental-housing
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/prohibiting-discrimination-against-renters-using-housing-vouchers-improves-results
https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/prohibiting-discrimination-against-renters-using-housing-vouchers-improves-results
https://www.kqed.org/news/11907727/reknitting-the-safety-net-help-pay-the-rent
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/deep-dive-fair-housing
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Fair Housing Council of 
Oregon: Source of Income 

Discrimination Presentation 



q

Thank you for attending 
Housing Partnership 

Workgroup! 
Please take a moment to fill out the post-meeting survey in 

your browser window :) 

Questions? Email marisae@nwpilotproject.org


